CHAPTER VII

missives, eighty in number, bore a gallant device
round which was written: "Discret et fidele"

On 19th June Tournai surrendered after putting
up a fine resistance; Louis, surrounded by his
officers., saw the enemy garrison go out under the
command of M. de Braeckel, then he entered the
town and went to the cathedral where the bishop
at the head of his clergy received him and took
the oath; a Te Deum of thanksgiving was then
performed with singing and music*

A few days later Marshal de Loewendal took
Audenarde; this glorious soldier had already made
himself famous at the siege of Ghent; he was
Maurice de Saxe's rival in glory and received marks
of the king's affection.

Now it became necessary for the king to show
himself before his newly conquered peoples. The
inhabitants of Bruges were loud in their rejoicings;
Louis XV was astonished at the warmth of their
welcome; at Ghent his reception was more
restrained. When the people of Ghent were asked
why they were not as enthusiastic, they replied:
"For a long time people had talked about 'the mad
folks of Bruges/' a name that they deserved, and
they would have shown just as much joy whatever
sovereign entered their town/*

Repeated successes speeded up the campaign;
on izth August Dendermonde capitulated; on
i4th the first trenches were opened in front of
Ostend, taken on 28th of the same month; finally
Loewendal opened siege before Nieuport. Proud
of such fine exploits Louis XV left a conspicuously